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Preparation for DLM

·This presentation gives information on 

the use of documents and presentations 

to prepare your students for the spring 

assessment.

·It also gives information on the required 

training for teachers to be completed.

·Your School Assessment coordinator will 

answer any questions you may have.
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List of Topics in this Presentation

·DLM Basic Info

·Staff Roles and 
Responsibilities

·NJ & DLM Required 
Training

·Preparation for 
Instruction and 
Assessment

·Professional 
Development and 
Educational Resources

·DLM AP and FC Surveys

·Practice Testlets

·Manuals and Resources

·Reminders
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NJ DLM Basic Information

·Students with the most significant cognitive 

disabilities are the only students eligible to take the 

NJ Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM) alternate 

assessment.

ƁIEPs teams must use the NJ DLM Participation 

Criteria Guidelines to make this determination.

·Student in grades 3 - 8 and grade 11 participate in the 

English language arts and math assessments.

·Students in grades 5, 8, and 11 participate in the science 

assessment.

·Test administration occurs between April 4 to June 1, 2018.

ÅNJ DLM Teacher Training October 2017 4



NJ DLM Basic Information

·NJ uses the DLM Year-End (YE) model which is a 

computer-based assessmentbased on the NJSLS and DLM 

Essential Elements (EEs). 

·Grade specific test specifications (blueprints on skills that 

are tested) are available.

·Use the links to the Educator Resource pages to obtain 

information on the test specifications.

Ɓwww.dynamiclearningmaps.org/newjersey
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Use the Drop Down Arrows to 

Access Materials
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·Under the Manuals and Blueprints arrow you can 

access the ELA, math, and science blueprints:



DLM Computer Based Testing
ÅThe assessment is a computer adaptive assessment.  

The process is:

ÅThe teacher completes the studentõs First Contact Survey 
indicating current level of demonstrated skill level, etc. These 
answers help the system pick the first set of test items.

ÅA student takes a small set of items, called a testlet, then the 
system takes into account the level of difficulty of the test 
items and the students performance (correct or incorrect 
answers).

ÅBased on the studentõs performance another testlet is selected, 
which contain items that are around the same level, somewhat 
easier, or somewhat harder than the last testlet (same, lower, 
or higher level skills are selected).

ÅThis is an iterative process until the testlets address all 
Essential Elements in the YE test blueprint.

ÅThe number of testlets vary based on grade and content area tested.
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DLM Computer Based Testing

ÅA small percentage of students will be assessed outside the 

system via DLM Teacher Administered tests. The student will 

not view the computer screen as the teachers will 

administer the questions based on his/her view of the 

testlets on the computer.

ÅWhen this occurs a teacher will be asked to gather objects to 

use during the test.

ÅA student may sometimes have a teacher administered testlet, 

then sometimes not, based on the adaptive nature of the test 

and modifications to the level of testlet assigned to the student.  

Å Information on teacher administered testlets is found in the 

DLM Test Administratorõs Manual.
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DLM Educator Roles

·Teachers have the role of Test Administrator.  
ƁTeachers administerthe assessment to their 

students.

·Teachers may not fulfill the other DLM 
designated roles:
¶District/School Assessment Coordinators

¶District Data Manager

¶District Technology Representative

·Teachers will receive their login ID and 
password to the DLM system after their
District DataManageruploads the teacherõs 
information into the DLM Educator Portal 
system.
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Roles and Responsibilities

ƁTest Administrator  (Classroom Teacher)

¶Individual teacher administers assessments to students 

and assists in the selection of accessibility features and 

necessary supports

¶Complete First Contact and Access Profile Surveys

¶Verify applicable students are on your assigned rosters

¶Administer practice tests

¶Review Test Administrator Manual

¶Review Accessibility Manual

¶Contact your SchoolAssessmentCoordinator if you 

have questions.
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Roles and Responsibilities

·There are three additional specificroles for district 
educators in the DLM testing process. 

ƁThe School and District Assessment Coordinators
¶Are the point of contact for all assessment responsibilities excluding 

the tasks of the two roles listed below

¶Oversees and assists teachers in their roles

¶Schedules teacher training and ensure proper test administration

¶See DLM site for required training manual

ƁThe Technology Representative will load the DLM KITE 
application onto your computer devices so that you may 
access the practice tests and administer spring testing.

ƁThe Data Manager will upload and review data to create 
your classroom test rosters, will obtain all login IDs for 
your district, and will add new students to the system as 
necessary.

ÅNJ DLM Teacher Training October 2017 11


